^ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/02/28 : CIA-RDP82-00457R01 1100170010-3 


fH’1952 


CLASSIFICATION 



RAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 




OBT'ICIALS OHLY 


50X1 -HUM 


INFORMATION REPORT repor 


CD NO 



COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone) 

SUBJECT Metallurgical Iiiaustries* Situation 


DATE DISTR. 2k March 1952 

NO. OF PAGES 3 


DATE OF 
INFO. 

PLACE 

ACQUIRED 


’'^iJ^f^^M^ip.OFENCLS 

ora L mi } , ,, .. i below 


%UPPLE;mpnt to 

CIRCULATE^ 


50X1 -HUM 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UN.tTED STATES, WITHIN THE MEAN! NG OF T I TLE 18, SECTIONS 793 
AND 791, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- 
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 
PROHIBITED BY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED. 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


50X1 -HUM 


Elsenhuetten Eomblnat Ost (EKO) Fnerstenherg YEPiWBl EFWJ 

as On about 4 or 5 Noveniber 1951,blast furnace Ho. 1,, 'which had only started 

normal production an about 20 October 1951^(1) tshen out of service, 

as it 'Was in. da.'nger of exploding' after ven'tilatlon dtffleultles at the 
exit Of the spare gases, located at the top of the furnace, had badly 
damaged It. Moreover, the interior lining of silicate bricks and bhanrotte 
had been constructed too hurriedly and had never undergone proper perlo^c 
ciaecks duri.ng the buildl-ng perlodo 


• «» 
If-: 


a 


1^4 


it 1 r e.icgeeted that the hlaat furna ce at EKQ vll.1 h e run on DroTO coax 
L. ! ecike hy Jajiiia:ry X953 si-l: latest*. | [ tests ln-volTlnp 250 

JR ton© at THB Itoiraette Unte.rw'ellenborn and. a :fprther test at WB M^sf eld 
-pTlth 250 tons of coke made fx^oia hro-sn coal had proved successful, 'W'ith 
is the xesiilt that work for the erection of a coke plant at 
will he speeded up, 

Co Ore supplies from Kriiml Rog, US8B., continue to reach the plant according 
J? to schedule^, so that all. huiikers are now full and additional storage 
o sites have had to he found elsewhere, causing un.loadl.ng and transportation 
— dlfficiLltles, lo ore is at present being used because of the difficulties 
described in paragraph a above , 

Edoistahlv'erk teehlen 

!Ehe electric furnace Ho, 3 is now being erected at this plants The new large 
shedy Intended for the new th.tn sheet steel rolling mi.ll which win be set 
up at this plant in 1952, has been finished. It is hoped that additional 
supplies of electricity will become available at thl.s plant when the Hiederwartha 
hydt'oelectric power station (now under reconstruction) has been coiapleted. 
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BECEEHy/cOiKiTfiOL UoSo 0FFICIAI.8 (MLT 
^ 2 - 


3-^ Flnw 


!Hhe froject inTOl’v:i.ng the building of k strip-rolling mill trains at this 
plant, has been aba^idonedo 


Willy: Becher s_Kirch;fflP<fe.‘Ser 


This rolling ndll plant (thicl sheet and profiled steel) is reported, to be 
one of. the fei^ EOR steel plants that is TOx-^hing wello It is being fuUy 
exploited and is wrking three shifts per day^ Some armor plate sheet steel 
rolled at thi.s plant is being supplied direct to a Soviet Army repair shop 
located In a bri.cked- off section of the plant ®s main buildliigo The furnaces 
at present in ope:ratl.orL here are the following.^ 

a», One, billet furnace^ capacity 10 metric tons hour^ , .for the profile 
rolling mill. 


b. One slab furnace^ capacity 20 metric tons per hour^ for the thick (8 mm 
and more) sheet steel ro.ll,ing mlllo 


C* One anneali-iig furnace -with a capacity of about 15 laetric tons per hour. 

d. One-new slab furnace^ similar to the one listed under paragraph b above 
is now under construction and wi,ll result l.n increased output by the 
thick sheet steel rolling ' :mill . 

e> Four new spare gas generators were built at this plant by Messrs^ Flntscii(2) 
during, 195^ « (Diameter 2.50 meters) 


% Eis.ehhue:ite,nkoii:tnai; We st Calbe /Saal.e. YE£-(WB.Ero ) 

a. ihr’of essor Saeuberi;i.ch|f fiiUj> of WB Maxhuette^ IJnterwelle.nbOrn^ . has now* 
been ■made respoxiisible for this plant l,n place of DTo Baake-^. fnu^. of the 
Centrales Konstruktionsbuero (iSKB)i- Leipzl.g. 

b'« Early in Hovember 19'^1^ Havelka^ Deputy Mi.ni6ter for the Smelting Huiiisiry 
in CJsechOBlovakl.a^(3) and Dr. Ing> Steiner, head of the Wittkowits steel 
plant (k) visited If Metallurgie to Inspect the low shaft fxarnaces at 
Caihe with a view to orderi.ng 20 for Czechoslovakia. The number of these 
furnaces to be installed at Calbe has been redu,ced to 10 , The purpose 
0 f Steiner visit was to inspect the damage to the blast furnace at 
the HKO and to make reccmmiendations for repairs. 

•6^' 'VEB' - Btohuette,-;. pnte^ ellenbQrn 


a.; The failures at both Fuerstezfberg and Calbe (see above) have caused If 
Metallurgie to rule that thla plant must siake up for the resultant loss 
of crude iron. It has now been confirmed, that at least two blast furnaces 
will have to be closed, dow^i and re-lined in January 1952., but so far the 
nmagemenb has lacked courage to inform the H? of this 6 The Minister 
Of Heavy Indus try ( 5 ) however, was to be informed about this matter on Ms 
visit to the p.laat on 26 Wovember 1951 » 


bi One new 1,000 metric ton crud.e ml.x;er is to be bui,lt at tM:s plant in 
early 1952 » 


hecret/comkoi » u.s. officials owlj 
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One aeV trial Ism slia^t nlcknajaed tlae ^Kleine Max% is 1)ein^ 

■built Ijl order to |jeniLit additional experiments to be carried out hrith 
tMs tsr^e o£ ftoiaeeo 


d* One 20 laetrie tons per lour trio furnace (sic) is at present being, rebuilt % 

et One new slab furnace witb a capaeitj Of 20 metric tons per tour is being 
built at present 0 


f . A coj^^lete new rolling: mill^ estimated to be a broad strip isillj^ bas 
arriTed at tbe plant and work on its erection is now under way. It is 
suspected that tbis valuabl e equipment bas arrived tb-ronp’b d evious 
ebannels (as yet not known) I ^ 


its frames as wen as its rollers and motors bave been seen/ 
at the iiaxbuette , 

ISro Msiisf eld fojgbinat 


All 
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CDnstructlonal office at the leuim cbemical works bas been given tb e task of 


the 50 ^^^ -hum 


drawing up p lans for processing furnace slag produced at Mansfeld» 
[cobalt played an important part in this project <. 


tons of cobalt were to be delivered to tbe DIE from C |2:echoslOTra.klfl.. 
tbe. Leuna project for processing cobalt 


'^Ifas an in^ortant feattire in atomic researcb* 
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Gpmmentss 


Ihis information does not conform with an e.xplosito on. 18 October 
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(2) Possibly dulius Pintscb K«Gp located in Puerstenwalde^ Berlin^f Duesseld^f^ 
Huertoerg and Muenetoi a 


(3) 12c* .daroslav Havelka is listed as the Czechoslovak Minister of Manpower , 

(4) Tbe iritkovice dronwork^ in Kunclee^ Czecboslovakla, 

(5) On 5 toveaber I931 tbe structure of the Ministry of Heavy Industry was changed 
and a new Ministry for Smelting and Mining established. 
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